THE  TURKISH  WAR                         233

no doubt, to predispose the local divines in his favour, he gave orders
for the dome of the shrine of 'Ali at Najaf to be gilded.1

By far the fullest and most interesting account of these religious dis-
cussions is that given by the Turkish-Arabian divine, 'Abdullah ibn
I^usain as-Suwaidi. Almiad Pasha sent 'Abdullah to Nadir in order to
assist in the task of reconciling the conflicting religious elements in Persia.8
'Abdullah, on being received by Nadir, conversed with the Shah in the
Turkoman dialect (presumably, Turki or Eastern Turkish). Nadir
requested 'Abdullah to render assistance in removing " disloyalty"
(i.e., nonconformity with the Sunni code), and requested him not to take
part as a disputant, but to act as umpire, to take note of everything and
to report fully thereon to Afrmad Pasha. On the conclusion of the
audience, 'Abdullah met *Ali Akbar, the Persian Mulla-Bashi, with whom
he had a long informal discussion on the text of the Qur'an and the
traditions. 'Abdullah, who was a staunch Sunni, found 'AH Akbar
irreconcilable on certain doctrinal points. On the following day (24th
Shawwal = I2th December, 1743) the 'u/ama assembled ; there were
70 Persian clergy and a group of Afghans and another of Bukharans.
'Abdullah as-Suwaidi, as arranged, was umpire, and 'Ali Akbar and a
Bukharan mulla were the chief spokesmen. It soon became clear that
Nadir had carefully arranged matters beforehand with 'Ali Akbar and the
other Persians, because, when the Mulla-Bashi was cross-questioned
as to the alleged Persian " disloyalty," he was most deferential and gave
expression to completely orthodox views. Finally, agreement was
reached between the Persians and the two groups of Bukharan and Afghan
divines. On the next day all the lulama> together with those of Najaf,
signed a document setting forth the terms of the Persians' undertaking,
and 'Abdullah as-Suwaidi then signed and sealed it in his capacity as
umpire. In this document the religious policy of Shah Ismail and his
successors was deplored, the legitimacy of the first three Caliphs was
recognised, as was also the true descent of Ja'faru's-Sadiq from the
Prophet. Lastly, the right of the Persians to recognition as belonging to
the Ja'fari sect was affirmed.'

After the 'ulanta had completed their deliberations and issued their

* A:cording to Muhammad Ka?im (N.N., p, 72), Nadir wished to adorn the dome of 'All's

shrine at Najaf in the same manner as that of the Imam Rida at M*-<hha**- The work
of regilding the dome was not completed when William. Beawes visited Najaf in August.
1745, " He regarded as surprising the conduct of the Turks of this place who, tho' at
war with Persia and always abominating that sect (the Shi'a), have neverthekfis thro'
fear or superstition refrained from any attempt on this unguarded deposit of riches. The
King of Persia has here a Chan as well in reverence to the holy place as to inspect the work,
which is not as yet finished. ..." See Beawes's tfarratiot of 0 Journey from Aleppo to
Basra in 1745 (Hakluyt Society, London, 2928. No. LXIII, p. 23).

* Professor Schmidt, op. di.t pp. 83-100.

* T.N., p. 246.